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Orchard Avenue Elementary Mission Statement:   

We are curious, confident, capable learners                                        

empowered to be compassionate world citizens. 
 

 
Calendar of Events 

   

Monday, January 18        NO SCHOOL  Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

Tuesday, January 19        NO SCHOOL                    Elementary Planning Day 

 

Monday, February 15        NO SCHOOL  President’s Day Holiday 

Tuesday, February 16             4:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences 

Thursday, February 18       4:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences   

 

Thursday, March 4         4:00 p.m.   PTA General Meeting 



School Not In Session 

Please note that students WILL NOT be in school on the following dates: 
Monday, January 18 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

Tuesday, January 19 – Elementary Teacher Planning Day 

Monday February 15 – President’s Day Holiday/Conference Comp Day 
 

A Message from our Principal… 

Happy New Year! It was so nice to have our learners and staff back in the building after 

the Winter break.I know this second semester will be full of learning and growth for our 

students. As you have seen in the emails from Dr. Sirko, we are still being vigilant with 

COVID protocols in order to keep our staff and learners safe. Unfortunately this means 

that we cannot welcome parents into our building just yet. We look forward to being able 

to do this again when it is safe as we value your presence in our school and classrooms.  

 

At Orchard Avenue we are always thinking of innovative and holistic ways to engage our 

learners. This year, we have started a new learning time called Discovery. Discovery 

happens every Thursday, and classes rotate through several blocks. One opportunity is an 

art class taught by our fabulous art teacher, Taryn Hill. During this time learners are able 

to create various forms of visual art. Another Discovery block is taught by our counselor, 

Kayla Fox. During this time learners think about how to take care of themselves and 

others by learning about topics such as bullying, emotion words, mindfulness, and trusted 

adults. Our learners in grades 3-5 have the opportunity to work with Mrs. Hays and use 

their thinking skills to address a problem they see in their world for which they are 

passionate about and then design something that helps solve that 

problem. Learners in grades K-2 get some extra time with Mrs. 

Peterson, our para-librarian who does read alouds and accompanying 

activities. We feel this time is valuable in engaging learners in 

different ways, and are excited to continue Discovery this semester.  

 

Thank you for partnering with us to help all learners become curious, confident, capable 

and empowered to be compassionate world citizens! Please feel free to reach out to me 

via phone or email at any time if there is something you wish to discuss. 

 

Sincerely, 

Teal Richards  

Classroom Valentine Parties 

You will receive information from your child’s teacher informing you of the 

specifics regarding classroom plans for Valentine’s Day parties. Parties will 

take place on Friday, February 12th unless you hear otherwise from your 

child’s classroom teacher. 

 

 
February Parent Teacher Conferences 

Parent Teacher Conferences will be held virtually on Tuesday, February 16th from 4 pm – 8 pm 

and Thursday, February 18th from 4 pm – 8 pm.  You will be notified and invited by your 

child’s classroom teacher if a conference will be scheduled for your student.   

 

 

 



School of Choice 

The School of Choice window will occur in early March (date pending) beginning 

at 10:00 Parents apply for SOC through ParentVue.  Therefore, you must have a 

ParentVue account to be able to apply.  Detailed information about the application 

process will be available in February. If you have questions about whether you need 

to apply or re-apply for the 2021-2022 school year, or are unsure about your 

ParentVue account,  please don’t hesitate to call the office at 254-7560.   

 
 

 

                  

 

 

Winter Time 

It is officially the season of winter.  This has been an abnormally mild winter, yet we are 

expecting the temperatures that are normal for the State of Colorado to arrive at any time.  

Depending on the temperatures, students spend time outside before school and during 

recess and they will need to be prepared for the cold temperatures.  Students 

should be sent to school with a warm coat, hat, and mittens every day.  Snow 

boots may also be in order when snow and mud are on the ground. We are 

mindful of the bitter cold temperatures & wind chill that winter in Colorado 

can bring and we do make decisions on a day to day, sometimes hourly, basis regarding 

indoor vs. outdoor recess. Be sure to label your clothing so that your items come back 

home to you.    
  

Girls on the Run 

3rd – 5th Grade Girls 

Historically the registrations for Girls on the Run occur in February for 

the Spring season.  Due to the pandemic, the season may or may not 

happen.  Here is the website address – they should update with the most 

current information: www.gotrwesterncolorado.org. 

 

Free School Meals Extended 

We are excited to announce that the USDA will be extending free school meals through 

the end of the 2020-21 school year! This means all students in District 51 can continue to 

access healthy and nutritious school breakfasts and lunches at no charge regardless of 

their household income. 

 

Quarter 2 Report Cards 

* Report Cards showing student progress to the end of Quarter 2 have been sent home in 

Thursday Folders. 

 

As SD51 takes more steps to move to a paperless platform, we have been 

informed that in the future, report cards will only be posted to ParentVUE 

accounts.  You are able to view and print a report card for your child through 

ParentVUE.  At the end of 3rd Quarter in March, we will no longer send 

printed copies of report cards home in Thursday Folders.   

 

Feel free to call the office if you have any questions about this new paperless process. 

 

 

 



Save the Date… 

Be sure to mark your 2021 calendar with some of these important upcoming dates.  

Additional information will go home in Thursday Folders.  
 

PTA Meeting:  March 4th, 4:00-5:00 pm (location TBD) 

 

Preschool Open House:  More information to follow in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup: More information to follow in the next 

newsletter. 

 

End of 3rd Quarter and Spring Break:  There is NO SCHOOL due to a Teacher Work 

Day and an Elementary Planning Day on Thursday and Friday, March 11th & 12th.  The 

end of 3rd Quarter is March 19th.  Spring Break Week is March 22nd – March 26th.   

 

Emergency Alerts 

From time to time we experience winter weather that interferes with our normal school 

schedule.  There are a couple of ways to keep informed and updated on school 

closures or delays.  Generally, information is posted on the SD51 home page 

detailing emergency information. Local news stations also keep us informed.  

Additionally, you have the opportunity to sign up for text alerts.  Go to the 

SD51 website, click on the Parents tab and scroll down to “Home Page Alerts”.  Follow 

the instructions on how to sign up for emergency alerts.  

 

Counselor’s Corner… 

Happy New Year OAE Families! 
As we kick off this next semester I am extremely excited to offer several small 
group opportunities to Orchard Avenue learners. These groups are part of our 
OAE culture, and designed to support the social and emotional needs of our 
school community. If you are interested in your learner joining one of the 
following groups, please click HERE. Possible groups (depending on interest) 
include:  
 

Grief Group- This group is for students who have experienced the death of a 
loved one. If your student feels the death of a loved one, no matter if the loss is 
recent or happened a while ago, has impacted their life in a significant way, this 
group may be a great fit. Students will learn more about grief through direct 
instruction and small group discussion. Activities such as writing, art, and 
literature will assist students in coping with issues of grief and loss. 

Family Changes- This group is for students coping with family changes, 
including situations with members living in separate homes, divorce, re-
marriage, blended families, or new family configurations like a 
new baby or grandparents moving in. The group will provide a 
comfortable space for students to explore personal feelings, learn 
positive coping strategies, and benefit from a peer support system. 

 

 

https://forms.gle/RLTjTgSVyKbEAVzS7


Lunch Bunch- This group is all about community and connection. Developing 
positive peer relations among students is a primary focus and value at OAE. The 
lunch group provides students with an opportunity to connect with fellow 
classmates on a more personal level, and in a “safe” environment where they can 
talk freely about their accomplishments, concerns, and ideas. 

Big Emotions & Mindfulness- This group will focus on identifying and 
naming big emotions such as Anger, Sadness, Anxiety, and Joy. We will learn 
ways to cope when big emotions become overwhelming and learn practices such 
as mindfulness, conflict resolution skills, and the habits of kindness to help when 
students need to calm themselves, refocus, and prepare to be a learner.  
 

Worry & Anxiety-This group is designed to support students who "worry too 
much" and often feel anxious. The goal of this group is to teach students new and 
more successful ways to think about and manage anxiety, and take back more 
feelings of control in their daily lives.  
 

Again, click HERE to fill out the parent request form. This form is also a great 
way to connect with me if you have any concerns or would like me to check in 
with your learner.  
 

Finally, check out the Community Resources page on my counseling website. If 
you would like to know more about any of the resources posted, please email me 
at kayla.fox@d51schools.org 
 

With Kindness, 
 

Kayla Fox 
 

https://forms.gle/RLTjTgSVyKbEAVzS7
https://sites.google.com/d51schools.org/orchardavecounseling/home/parent-resources/community-resources
mailto:kayla.fox@d51schools.org

